
Theology in Practice | Colossians 3:1-11
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on
earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your
life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire,
and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these
you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away:
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which
is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.

Identity Requires Theology
1. The Colossians are already risen in Christ
2. They must strengthen their mind, heart, and will;

- “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable
and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)

3. Christ must be at the center of the concentration
- “Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set

before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of
the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2)

Identity Requires Practice
1. Christians must put their sin to death;

- “For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death
the deeds of the body, you will live.” (Romans 8:13)

2. Identity informs ethics;

Identity Requires Community
1. The gospel changes everything;
2. Jesus must take precedence over everything;
3. Unity in the church must be strived after;

Benediction | Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.


