
Christ Over Culture | 2 Timothy 3:1-9 
But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 
 
For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, 
not loving, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.  
 
For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened 
with sins and led astray by various passions, always learning and never able to arrive at a 
knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also 
oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith. But they will not 
get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two men.   
 
Main Idea: The church does not need religious sinners void of Christ, rather repentant sinners 
found in Christ.  
 
The Cause of Religious Sinners 
1. The time of difficulty will not be rooted in difficult circumstances, but in the selfish actions of 
sinful people.  

- “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who 
bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their sensuality, 
and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. And in their greed they will exploit 
you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not 
asleep.” (2 Peter 2:1-3) 
 
The Character of Religious Sinners 
1. Lovers of self;  
2. Lovers of money;  
3. Lovers of pleasure;  

- “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup 
and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. You bling Pharisee! 
First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean.” 
(Matthew 23:25-26) 

 
The Conduct of Religious Sinners  
1. Stealthy and Cunning 

- “For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s 
law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” (Romans 8:7-8) 
 
 



Repentant Sinners 
1. Distinction;  
2. Doctrine;  
3. Devotion;  

- “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s 
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” (1 Peter 
2:9-10)  

 
Benediction | 2 Timothy 4:1-2 
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.  


