2 Timothy 1:8-18

8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but
share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, ° who saved us and called us to a holy
calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us
in Christ Jesus before the ages began, ° and which now has been manifested through the
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel, "" for which | was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, '
which is why | suffer as | do. But | am not ashamed, for | know whom | have believed, and | am
convinced that he is able to guard until that day what has been entrusted to me. ' Follow the
pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. " By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.

" You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and
Hermogenes. "® May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often
refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains, ' but when he arrived in Rome he searched
for me earnestly and found me— "® may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that
day!—and you well know all the service he rendered at Ephesus.

What does perseverance look like?
1. Not ashamed of the Gospel
a. ®Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God,

Romans 12:9-21

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in
prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 14 Bless those
who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with
those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with
the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do
what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably
with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry,
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals
on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Stand firm for the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the face of conflict and persecution from
outside and within.

2. Commitment to Scripture




a. "®Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. ™ By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard
the good deposit entrusted to you.

If you are not committed to Scripture then you will not persevere.

How do we persevere?
1. God’s sovereign grace
a. °who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before
the ages began, ° and which now has been manifested through the appearing of
our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel, "' for which | was appointed a preacher and apostle and
teacher,
2. Know jesus, believe him, and trust him
a. '"?which is why | suffer as | do. But | am not ashamed, for | know whom | have
believed, and | am convinced that he is able to guard until that day what has
been entrusted to me.
3. Community
a. '°May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often
refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains, '’ but when he arrived in Rome
he searched for me earnestly and found me— "® may the Lord grant him to find
mercy from the Lord on that day!—and you well know all the service he rendered
at Ephesus.

Community grounds us in Scripture and keeps us focused on Jesus

We persevere in this life by loving God via His Word.



