
Doctrine, Devotion, and Discernment | 1 John 4:1-6 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every 
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that 
does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 
coming and now is in the world already. Little children, you are from God and have overcome 
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. They are from the world; 
therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever 
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the 
Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
 
The Necessity for Discernment 
1. Test the source, message, fruit, and character. 
2. Doctrine matters.  
 

- “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master 
who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction.” (2  Peter 2:1) 

 
The Motivation for Discernment 
1. Identity 
2. Intellect 
3. The Holy Spirit 

- ​“Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to 
them, because he know all people and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he 
himself knew what was in man.” (John 2:23-25) 
 
The Practice of Discernment 
1. Doctrine 

- ​“Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word 
with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.” (Acts 17:11) 
2. Devotion 

- ​“Teach me good judgment and knowledge, for I believe in your commandments.” 
(Psalm 119:66) 
3. Discernment 

a. Moral and Biblical  
b. Judgement and Wisdom 
c. Harmful and Helpful 
d. Critical Spirit and Critical Mind 

 
 
 



- ​“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that 
is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your 
eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own 
eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.” (Matthew 7:3-5) 
 
 
Benediction | Jude 24-25 
Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.  


