
God’s Grace and A Heart Revealed | Jonah 4:1-11 

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2 And he prayed to the Lord and said, 

“O Lord, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee 

to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding 

in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. 3 Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life 

from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Do you do well to be 

angry?” 

5 Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth for himself there. 

He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would become of the city. 6 Now the Lord 

God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his 

head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant. 7 

But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that 

it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat 

down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “It is 

better for me to die than to live.” 9 But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the 

plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to die.” 10 And the Lord said, 

“You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into 

being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in 

which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, 

and also much cattle?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Four Characteristics of a Displeased Heart  

1. A Grace Forgotten v. A Grace Received  

- “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this 

reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an 

example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.” (1 Timothy 1:15-17) 

2. Spectating v. Discipling  

- “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 

judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ 

will be liable to the hell of fire. So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 

that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First 

be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” (Matthew 5:22-24)  

 

3. Displeasure v. Delight;  

- “For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the 

Lord looks on the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7b)  

 

4. Regression v. Sanctification  

- The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast 

love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin…” (Exodus 34:6-7a) 

God’s Grace Revealed  

1. He Pursues;  

2. He is Patient 

3. He is Sovereign;  

4. He is Merciful and Gracious 

 

 

 



A Better Obedience 

1. A royal priesthood 

- “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be 

my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” (Exodus 19:5-6)  

→ When we come to understand the beauty and gravity of grace, our hearts are revealed ←  

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 33:10-12 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 33:18-22 
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