
Call to Worship | Psalm 143:8  
Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in you I trust. Make me know the way I 
should go, for to you I lift up my soul. 
 
Scripture Reading | 1 John 4:9-10 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, 
so that we might live through him. In this love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
 
The Strength of Love | Song of Songs 8:5-14 
Who is that coming up from the wilderness, leaning on her beloved? Under the apple tree I 
awakened you. There your mother was in labor with you; there she who bore you was in labor. 
Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death, jealousy 
is fierce as the grace. Its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the Lord. Many waters 
cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it. If a man offered for love all the wealth of his 
house, he would be utterly despised.  
 
We have a little sister, and she has no breasts. What shall we do for our sister on the day when 
she is spoken for? If she is a wall, we will build on her a battlement of silver, but if she is a door, 
we will enclose her with boards of cedar. I was a wall, and my breasts were like towers; then I 
was in his eyes as one who finds peace. Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; he let out the 
vineyard to keepers; each one was to bring for its fruit a thousand pieces of silver. My vineyard, 
my very own, is before me; you, O Solomon, may have the thousand, and the keepers of the 
fruit two hundred. O you who dwell in the gardens, with companions listening for your voice; 
let me hear it. Make haste, my beloved, and be like a gazelle or a young stag on the mountains 
of spices. 
 
Benediction | 1 John 4:9-12 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, 
so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in 
us and his love is perfected in us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Love Defined 
• Love is not simply an emotion, but loving behavior; you have to have both.  
 
Love Applied 
1. The Covenant of Marriage (8:5-7) 

a. A seal 
  - “Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you 
do be done in love.” (1 Corinthians 16:13-14) 

b. Stronger than death 
 
2. Family Discipleship (8:8-9) 

a. Protection 
b. Parents are the primary disciple-makers  

- “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You 
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.” (Deuteronomy 
6:5-7) 
 
3. Godly Character (8:10-14) 

a. Confidence v. Arrogance 
- “Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for 

godliness; for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it 
holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.” (1 Timothy 4:7-8) 

b. Godly worth v. Pride 
c. Transparency v. Isolation  

 
Love Demonstrated 
1. Valued before time began;  

a. Love is personal, persistent, pursuing, and is secured for us by God sending His son 
to die for sinners.  
 
 
 


