
Children of God | 1 John 3:1-10 
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and 
so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we 
are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes 
in him purifies himself as he is pure.  
 
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You 
know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in Him there is no sin. No one who 
abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known 
him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as 
he is righteous. 
 
Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one 
born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on 
sinning, because he has been born of God.  
 
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever 
does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.  
 
Children of God 
1. Identity begins sonship;  
 
2. Identity involves hope;  
 
3. Identity leads to obedience;  

- “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved 
by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith--more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire--may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1:6-7) 
 
The Nature of Sin and The Work of Christ 
1. The Nature of Sin;  

- “Morally, his work is enticement to sin; physically, the infliction of disease; 
intellectually, seduction to error. He still assaults our soul, body, and mind in three ways; and 
Christ came to destroy his works.” - John Stott 
 
2. The Work of Christ;  
 
3. The Implication for the Christian 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The Social Test 
1. Practice Righteousness;  

- “Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you 
not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? --unless indeed you fail to meet 
the test.” (2 Corinthians 13:5)  
 
2. Love One Another  

- “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) 
 


